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It must be Christmas ‘cos ….. 
EASTER EGGS ARE IN THE SHOPS! 

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A BRIGHT NEW YEAR TO ALL 

The Labour candidate writes…... 

In your Autumn Newsletter you asked if anyone 
remembered the mock election which was held in 1945.  
Well, I certainly do.  Maybe 62 years have passed, but I 
remember it now just as if it were only 60 years ago.  
(But don’t ask me what I was doing the day before 
yesterday). 

The election was organised in Form VS—not 
throughout the school—by our English and Drama 
teacher (and my all-time favourite teacher) the lovely 
Miss Emery, and was held to coincide with the first 
post-war General Election. 

There were three nominations: 

Communist:  Alan Prior. 

Alan was a lovely long-haired eccentric, passionate in 
his beliefs and the kindest person you could meet.  I 
was saddened to learn from his brother Malcolm a few 
years ago that Alan had lived only to his early forties. 

Conservative:  Norman Tebbit. 

A tall young man, 15 going on 50 and clearly a 
Thatcherite long before she had been invented.  (Or 
perhaps she became a Tebbitite). 

Labour:  Len Costa. 

The smallest boy in the class—but 
beautifully formed; and ably supported by 
my Election Agent and life-long friend Ron 
Green. 

The election ran for several days of 
organising and canvassing during English 

periods, but everything was geared to the final day’s 
open debate held on the far side of the school field.   

With nothing but a few passing trains to disturb us we 
were encouraged to make our closing speeches, to 
heckle like crazy and above all (as with anything run 
by Miss Emery) to enjoy ourselves.  And this, I 
suppose, followed the general pattern for elections at 
that time. They were conducted with far more 
conviction, more passion—and more fun—than we 
see now.  Heckling is a lost art—it really is not the 
same when you do it in front of the television. 

The Result: 

We returned to class for voting, for the count and then 
for the Declaration. 

From a class of 38 the result was: 
 Communist:   2 
 Conservative: 14 
 Labour:  20 

(I think the missing two must have been hiding behind 
the Groundsman’s hut). 

It was a good exercise and I’m sure that it was of 
value to the whole class.  I do wonder, though, 
whether it could be repeated today.  I feel that this 
practical exercise in politics might be deemed to be 
Politically Incorrect.  And anyway, where would we 
find another Miss Emery? 

Len Costa 
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OBITUARY 

Olive Hedley-Smith MBE 
1924-1929 
When Olive died in August, aged 94, she had packed more 
into her life than most would dream of. 
Of proud Huguenot descent and a staunch Methodist, on 
leaving school she worked for Prudential Assurance at their 
London Head Office.  By the time it was evacuated to 
Torbay in 1939 she had already been running a weekend club 
for East End youngsters for 7 years and taken countless 
services in churches in Middlesex and Hertfordshire. 
Although the Pru returned to London in 1942, she had 
become smitten with Torbay, and in 1947 returned with the 
Ministry of National Insurance, for whom she later became a 
training officer and qualified as an Associate of the 
Chartered Insurance Institute.   

Having converted to the Anglican faith in 1940, she became 
Sunday School Teacher, Choir member, Brown Owl, Red 
Cross member and founder Chairman of the Torbay branch 
of Carers National Association (trebling as Welfare Officer 
and Newsletter Editor as well).  Add to that caring for an old 
friend whilst serving on Cockington Parish Council, being a 
reader and church guide, teaching English to foreign students 
(and being Deputy Principal of the school) and it is easy to 
see why she was appointed MBE in 1996. 

Three generations of her family had been Freemen of the 
City of London and she followed the tradition when she was 
made Freeman of the Borough of Torbay.  She spent her 
entire life in the service of others and was given a civic 
funeral in Cockington. 

We are indebted to Heather Read for providing the 
information for this tribute, which may not do justice to 
Olive’s selflessness. 

60 year reunion by Bryn Root  
         (1947—52) 

Could it really be 60 years since a group of eleven year 
old girls and boys, having completed the 11+ 
examination, started as Form 1A in 1947?  Having left 
school in July 1952 and going their separate ways, 
some keeping in touch through Old Scholars’ hockey, 
football and cricket teams, and some never to be seen 
or heard of again. 
 
A few, however, remained good friends, or just 
exchanged Christmas cards.  At the first OSA school 
reunion in 2000 Brian Armitage met a few classmates 
and this was repeated at the 2005 reunion.  As a result a 
get-together was arranged for 2006 and was reported in 
an earlier Newsletter.  This led to the idea of a 60 year 
reunion. 
 
So, on Friday 21st September, Les and Betty (nee 
Jipps) Dean, Roy and Judy Head, Colin and Ann 
Walker, Graham South, Brian and Eve Armitage and 
Brian (Bryn) Root met at an Ealing Hotel.  We had also 
contacted Eileen Ford (nee Ambridge), Jean Martin,  

There we had a champagne 
reception and a superb 5 star dinner.  
That evening we were pleased to 
welcome Colin’s sister-in-law Pat 
Walker and Gwen Young (nee 
Atkins).  They were brought in as 

servants as they were in Form 1 Alpha!! (Only 
joking). 
 
Colin showed a most interesting DVD on how we 
lived in 1947 and photographs of our school days 
were passed around.  After a wonderful four course 
dinner, at which quite a few bottles of wine were 
consumed, photographs were taken. 
 
Sadly we said our thanks and goodbyes to our most 
considerate and wonderful hosts, Claire and Mark, 
before again staggering back to our hotel. 
 
On Sunday morning, after a hearty breakfast, we 
finally said our goodbyes and went our separate 
ways.  It was a fabulous weekend and our sincere 
thanks go to Colin and Ann for their family’s 
hospitality and generosity, and to Brian and Eve for 
co-ordinating the arrangements. 
 
Although we are in our 70’s we are already planning 
next year’s celebration.  However, we may require 
accommodation that can supply Zimmer frames!  
Any other girls and boys from Form 1A 1947 who 
would like to join us, please get in touch with Brian 
and Eve, telephone 01992 463500. 
 

For other groups considering the same type of 
gathering, be assured it really is worth the effort and 
will surely assist in keeping the Association alive.  
However, don’t leave it until you are in your 70’s! 

Barbara Hellard (nee Drumgold), Peter Lansdell and 
Ken Wilkinson, who for various reasons were unable 
to attend. 
 
After meeting up at the hotel we moved on to the 
beautiful family home of Claire and Mark, the 
daughter and son-in-law of Colin and Ann Walker.  
Here we were given a superb buffet supper at which 
we were joined by Claire and Mark, their 3 children, 
two cats and a dog called Micky.  After liquid 
refreshment and with chatter and reminiscing we 
retired to our hotel at midnight. 
 

On the Saturday, with the weather warm and sunny, 
we decided to visit Kew Gardens, a five minute drive 
away.  After an interesting conducted tour (we even 
saw John Simpson and his wife and young child), we 
had lunch, sat and watched a game of cricket whilst 
sucking ice creams like school children, before going 
back to our hotel.  A rest for the ‘old fogeys’ was 
compulsory before dressing for dinner and returning 
once more to Claire and Mark’s house. 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
To Professor Annette Karmiloff-
Smith who has been awarded the 
C.B.E. in the Queen’s birthday list. 
Annette was at the County School 
from 1949 to 1954.  She writes: 
I lived in Geneva for 18 years and 
Beirut for 2 years (worked in the 
Palestinian refugee camps), then returned to U.K.  We 
have a small flat in Bloomsbury (weekdays) and a barn 
(Fridays to Sundays) in Braughing, Herts.  I’ve two 
daughters and 7 grandchildren.  Still work fulltime, 
despite pushing 70, at the Centre for Brain and 
Cognitive Development in London.  Just love research. 
I am in contact with Lois Lay (ex Berry) and Peter 
Waller, but would also love to get in touch with 
Jacqueline Erbe and Maureen Blacker. 

Missing Names 

Joan Joyce, Janet Ford and Keith Gooderham have written in 
with some more names for the photograph that appears on 
page 3 of the Summer Newsletter.  They are: 
Back Row: Ann Tremaine, Dorothy Dawes, Valerie Adams, 
Nina Mariani. 
Middle Row:  Joan Coleman (now Joyce), Valerie Fowler, 
Sylvia Carter, Sylvia Noquet, Mavis Charters 
Front Row:  Rhoda Greenberg, Gertrude Greenberg, Pamela 
Baylis (now Young) 

Many thanks to those readers who kindly 
answered our plea for more articles.  Any 
contributions are gratefully accepted and will be 
included in future Newsletters 

Annette 

DAVID PENNELL REMINISCES 

This photograph was taken on 29th July 1949 at West Bay, 
Dorset.  We were at “Bruiser’s” summer camp.  Tents were 
pitched in a field at the back of the harbour, which is just 
behind the building with the ridge roof in the background.  
One was a large Bell tent in which about 8 or 10 of us were 
accommodated and the remainder were in “Bivi’s”. 

The people are left to right, yours truly, George Smout, 
Henry (Harry) Leonard, Frank (Nobby) Noble and Peter 
Mottley.  From the photo it is apparent we were off for a 
swim. 

They were the good days when we walked everywhere, one 
of which I recall was over  the Golden Cap and down into 
Lyme Regis.  We did not manage the walk back, we used 
the Southdown Bus Company for the return trip. 

Evenings we all had to take turn at preparing the evening 
meal, and before bed we sat around, sang songs and had 
cocoa, ceremoniously stirred with Eddie Bruyneels’ 
walking stick, which during the day could have been poked 
into anything!!!  Nobody appeared to be any the worse for 
drinking the cocoa and a good time was had by all.  Great 
days and many happy memories of school pals. 

It was nice that I bumped into George Smout and Peter 
Mottley at the last reunion.  I haven’t seen Harry or Frank, 
who was my close pal at school, for many years.  The last 
time I saw Frank I visited him when he was living in 
Colchester, but we have since lost touch.  It would be nice if 
anyone in ECSOSA knew of his whereabouts. 

NOW BOOKING THE SECOND ANNUAL LUNCHEON 
ON SATURDAY 8TH March 2008 

 to be held at THE JOLLY FARMERS, SLADES HILL, ENFIELD 12.30 FOR 1.00 p.m. 
Three course meal followed by coffee (vegetarian option)        £19.50 
 
First Name ……………….  Surname …………………………….     Nee …………………………… 
Address ………………………………………………………………………………. 
Years at School:  19……  To   19 …...   E-mail …………………………………… 
I forward a cheque/postal order for £……………..  Made payable to ECSOSA 
Together with the full names of my guests. 
Please return this form, together with the appropriate payment to Frank M. Wallder,  
12 Bray Lodge, High Street Cheshunt, Waltham Cross, Herts. EN8 0DN. 

A FESTIVE PUZZLE 
How many triangles 
can you see in this 
representation of the 
traditional Christmas 
tree? 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Wed.   6th Feb.      Committee Meeting.  Upper  School.                 7.30 for 7.45 p.m. 
Sat.     8th March. Annual Luncheon.     Jolly Farmers                  12.30 for 1.00 p.m. 
Thur. 24th April. Lunch Get-together.  The Plough, Crews Hill.  12.00 Noon onwards. 
Thur. 19th June. Lunch Get-together.  The Plough, Crews Hill.  12.00 Noon onwards. 
Thur. 11th Sept. Lunch Get-together.  The Plough, Crews Hill.  12.00 Noon onwards. 

Firstly my apologies—it seems that I did not make 
myself clear in my last report when I talked about 
individual reunions.  I have absolutely no objections 
to group reunions, especially those put together with 
the help of ECSOSA.   

I realise that in the Newsletter I am preaching to the converted, but I would ask anyone who hears of a reunion 
being organised to urge them to let us know, and preferably join ECSOSA.  It’s not exactly expensive—and if they 
don’t think we cater for their needs then let us know what they want, or even join us on the committee. 
 

I had a very enjoyable meeting with Siobhan Leahy and Konrad Halls, the new Headteacher and Chair of 
Governors respectively, before the end of the summer term.  They are both keen to strengthen our links with the 
school and we welcome any opportunities to do so.  There  has been an unfortunate perception in some quarters 
that ECSOSA is an exclusive club for pupils of the fifties and sixties.  In fact the school has been through several 
different periods in its history and we aspire to be representative of them all. 
 

Many of the parents of current students are themselves old scholars—this has been the case for many years and 
says much for the continuing reputation and spirit of the school.  Siobhan has suggested that more information is 
exchanged between our respective newsletters.  We are setting up direct links with the school website and we are 
exploring other ways in which we can help current pupils.  For instance, we are looking for ECSOSA members 
who would welcome the opportunity to talk to pupils on their experience of particular careers, the history of the 
School or Edmonton in general. 
 

Siobhan has agreed to continue the tradition of many years by becoming our joint President and we look forward in 
anticipation to the next phase. 
 

Peter Mansell who is retiring as Treasurer, is handing his job over to Cliff Wilkins, who has volunteered to 
combine the task of Treasure with his other duties as Secretary and Membership Secretary.  Our sincere thanks 
must go to Peter for all the hard work he has done for us over the years.  We are looking for new faces to volunteer 
to help with the running of the club.  No matter your age, if you feel you can assist in any way please contact me on 
01992 636164  or Cliff Wilkins on 020 8805 1570. Frank 

I attended a highly enjoyable gathering of late fifties pupils, organised by Brian Ware, just recently.  It was only a 
pity that more people were unable to attend.  My comments are directed, more in sadness than in anger, at those 
people who ignore the Association in their plans.  ECSOSA provides an effective platform for all the different 
groups of Old Scholars to stay in contact—we can provide publicity, help a stronger organisation and even funding 
for individual groups.  Whilst small groups gradually tend to break up, the Association has a much better chance of 
long term survival and providing an avenue for keeping in touch. 
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