
Do you remember going for the morning ‘break’ in the school hall for the 1/3 pint of milk?  Most of us did so before 
the health warnings about milk were fashionable.  On such winter mornings this milk came complete with its own ice 
crystals—brrrr!  In spite of this we mostly drank it!  Our break and lunch times were an opportunity to get out in the 
snow in the playground, or sometimes the school field if not out of bounds.  Rolling large snowballs was a common 
competitive activity between classes, or snowball fights to settle old scores!  I believe that there was a rule—perhaps 

unwritten—that boys did not throw, purposefully, snowballs at the girls!  One year, when 
the snow lasted for what seemed to be weeks and conventional playground football was 
no longer possible, we took over a netball court to play our own snow versions of a rugby 
style football with its own set of rules.  Although much effort went into creating ice 
slides in the playground these were discouraged and soon fell foul of either salt or a 
shovelful of ash from Mr. Hazemore’s boilers!  Perhaps this was the ‘green shoots’ of the 
later Health and Safety provisions. 
        Memories are made of this! 
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As recalled by ARTHUR SPENCER (1945-52) 
I am writing this on 3rd February 2009, the day after about 6-8 inches (yes, I still stick to the old Imperial 
measurements when possible!) of snow fell in the London area.  Everything ground to a halt; no buses, no tubes, no 
planes, no schools!  Today it is beautiful, and the main roads are clear, but the 1 o’clock news says that most counties 
have decreed yet another day of school closure. 
 

Chatting with my also ageing neighbours while clearing the snow from the drive, we reflected whether such 
opportunities of ‘days off’ were tolerated in ‘our days’ at school between the years of 1938 and 1945.  I recall some 
very severe ‘40’s’ winters at primary school during the 1939-45 war, and especially early 1947, by which time I was 
in the 2nd form at ECS.  Power cuts hit industry that year as coal stocks were frozen—novel excuse worth a revival?  
I think that the school hours were modified for a few months, shortening the lunch break—but I am sure that the 
school never closed.  This was in the pre-motor car era and very few teachers had cars, let alone drove to school in 
one.  (Petrol was still rationed—until the summer of 1949!)  Everyone, staff and pupil, relied on a bicycle or public 
transport, or Shank’s pony.  In the snowy weather you just set out early to ensure that you didn’t get a ‘late’ mark! 
 

I cannot recall that the school was ever closed for one day due to weather.  Nor do I remember teachers making an 
excuse of missing school due to the weather!  I am sure that I never left school early due to weather—not even 
during the ‘pea-souper’ fogs that were common each winter. Then we walked long distances to school; only those 
living over a defined distance of perhaps a radius of 2 miles on Q’s map were allowed to cycle to school from the age 
of 11.  The buses on the Cambridge Road—at that time not dual carriageway of course—used to bring many from 
the outer parts of Enfield, Southgate and Edmonton and drop them at the two stops near the Bury Street junction.  I 
remember one year there were several yards of black ice on the south side just before the bus stop.  Drivers seemed 
to take relish in skidding the bus along it each day! 
 

As well as the bad weather, in February 1947 there was a lot of sickness, and attendance at the school was very low 
by staff and pupils.  My class was down to 6 or 7 for a few days.  Classes were merged for disciplinary purposes!  It 
may have been that year that the water pipes in the boys’ toilets and washrooms had frozen one day, but the school 
never closed. 
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OBITUARIES 
JANET CLARK (nee Lockhead) 1958-64 

Janet lost her fight against motor neurone disease 
and died on 8th October 2008 at the early age of 60. 
 

After leaving the school she trained as a State 
registered Nurse at Great  Ormond Street Hospital 
and later she and her husband moved to Brixham.  
They had two children—a daughter who works in 
pharmacology in Australia, and a son who trained as 
a Chef. 
 

In recent years Janet and her husband opened a 
restaurant in partnership with their son. 
 

The Torquay local newspaper reports that Janet will 
be remembered in Brixham as a quiet and elegant 
woman who charmed all the restaurant diners! 

ALF TESTER (1957-62) 

Alf was at the school from 1957 to 1962 and followed 
in the footsteps of his brothers, Bill and Don.  His 
nephews, John and Ray, were also Old Scholars. 
 

After he left school he joined Ranks Hovis 
McDougall, with whom he spent the whole of his 
career.  He initially started in their Pimlico office, and 
when his department relocated to Windsor Alf moved 
to Reading. 
 

Alf was a keen sportsman and played football for the 
Old Scholars for 17 years.  In the summer he played 
cricket, initially for the Old Scholars and latterly with 
Southgate Compton, where he became a Vice 
President.  When the Old Scholars opened their 
clubhouse in the Barrass Stadium in 1976 Alf was 
instrumental in its running until he moved away from 
the area. 
 

Alf died unexpectedly before Christmas and his 
funeral was attended by many Old Scholars who had 
played sport with him over the years. 

Ian Day 

Since my last report the war memorial 
has been found under the stage.  It was in 
reasonable condition and has been relocated to the 
dedicated history room.  The Doris Staples’ notice 
board has also reappeared and is positioned in the 
front corridor. 
 
As these disappearances had occurred before the 
arrival of the current Head, Siobhan Leahy, we must 
thank her for her cooperation on these matters, and 
also for the portraits of the previous Heads. 

Siobhan has extended an invitation for any war 
veterans who would wish to share their wartime 
memories with the pupils to contact her. 
 

The ECSOSA have presented a shield to the School to 
be awarded each year to the pupil who contributes 
most in terms of services to the community. 
 

Beryl Dewhurst has now gone into sheltered 
accommodation and the remaining records from her 
house have been handed over to us, thanks to Beryl’s 
daughters. 
 

We had decided not to arrange any social trips this 
year owing to lack of support.  What say you?  Would 
you like your committee to arrange some in the 
future? 
 

In time to come we may have to have meetings via 
email in order to recruit more committee members 
from further afield.  Thanks to Graham Johnson 
members are now more interactive on the website.  
Cliff says that not all people who access the website 
are members, and although we are gaining more 
articles for the Newsletter not all contributors join the 
OSA.  If access to the website was blocked to non-
members it would deter input from people, and that is 
not what we want to do.  Graham will be putting a 
notice on the website to the effect that the OSA is a 
voluntary organisation, not funded by the School but 
reliant on members’ subscriptions, and we would 
welcome new members joining or making a donation 
to help pay for the website upkeep. Frank 

More and more Old Scholars are 
receiving their Newsletter via email — 

may we add you to the list?         
Just contact Cliff Wilkins now on   

01400 281359.   
Go on, save us the postage and the 

world a tree!! 

A few places left for the 
 

Annual 
Luncheon 

 

Saturday 14th March 
12.30 for 1.00 p.m. 

at the 
 

Jolly Farmers 
Enfield 

Before you send your cheque for £19.50 please telephone 
Frank Wallder on 01992 636164 for availability 



On page 17 the Conclusion states “The School is, for 
the most part, well housed and equipped.  The staff are 
in general competent and cover the various subjects of 
the curriculum satisfactorily.  The curriculum includes 
the usual subjects taught in grammar schools at both 
ordinary and advanced levels.  The curriculum has 
recently been reorganised, and under the new 
Headmaster the School is now entering a fresh phase 
in its development, with good hope of continued 
success in the future”. 

3.  Photograph of “Le Bourgeris Gentilhomme” 
produced at the School about 1943 probably by 
Doris Staples.  Doreen Aris, later a professional 
actress, was in the cast.  Unfortunately this photo is 
not sufficiently clear to be reproduced here. 

2 .   P h o t o g r a p h :  
“Evacuation to Braintree.  
Lower Edmonton Station, 
September 1st 1939” 
 
The platform is crammed 
with pupils and some staff—
Mavis Emery is clearly 
visib le—looking quite 
cheerful, with haversack and 
an armband.  One figure 
looks like Miss Staples, 
another possibly Dr. Galen.  
The School did not re-open 
in Edmonton until early 
summer 1940. 
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TIMES PAST  
by Doreen Bayley (1939-46) 

Recently a box of papers and other memorabilia, including photographs, was 
passed to the OSA committee member, Peter Francis.  These items came from 
two sources originally:-  Doris Staples and Jack Long.  Both these names will 

be well known to older members.  Both served the School for forty years from the mid. 1930’s to 
the mid or late ‘70’s.  Not only were they outstanding teachers in their respective subjects (French and 
Geography), but also in their dedication to their pupils’ welfare.  Both organised many “excursions”; Miss Staples 
to France usually and Mr. Long most often to the Lake District.   

1.  Edmonton County School for Boys and Girls 
 

Prospectus:  Probably issued in 1928, it deals with 
“Curriculum and Admission by General Entrance 
Examination held in April”.  Page 4 lists details of 
“Free places and Scholarships and other forms of 
assistance, by means of which a pupil is enabled to 
advance educationally as far as his ability may carry 
him.  The School fees, payable in advance at the 
Lower Edmonton Branch of the Midland Bank, are 
one and a half guineas per term, and cover the tuition, 
games fees and the cost of books and all ordinary 
stationery.  Fees must be paid before the first day of 
each term, and the Bank’s receipt must be produced at 
School on the first day of term.  In cases where the fee 
is not paid …. the pupil may be excluded until 
payment has been made”.  
One and a half guineas is 
152.5 pence in today’s 
money—probably equivalent 
to half the average weekly 
wage in 1928.  Fees were 
charged up to the 1940’s. 

E.C.S. was founded 90 years ago this January, so I 
have dipped into the box of memories and picked out 
a few items.  Some of these may well have been 
published in past issues of the O.S.A Newsletter or in 
the School magazine, but I hope present members will 
find them interesting. 

4.  Report by H.M Inspectors on Edmonton 
County Secondary School, Middlesex.  
Inspected on 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th June 1956. 

To be continued 

E-mail from 
LESLIE DEAN  

I was interested to see the 
photograph of the 1940/1941 
football team in the last 
Newsletter.  Although this 
predates my time at the 
school I did have two 
brothers whose years at the 
school spanned 1936 to 1947.  
This being so I can identify 
the lad standing to the left of 
the Headmaster, Mr. North, 
as Bobby Hayden.  Bobby was 
still at the school when the 
younger of my two brothers 
joined in 1942, and he 
subsequently played for 
Wellington Athletic, a team 
which enjoyed some success 
in local league football. 



Published by the Edmonton County School Old Scholars’ Association. 
Any opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of individual contributors and are published in the interests of information and debate.  ECSOSA itself holds no collective 

opinions. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Sat.   14th Mar.  O. S. Luncheon. The Jolly Farmers.                
Wed.  6th May.  Committee. Upper School. 7.30 p.m. 
Thur. 21st May.  Lunch.  The Plough. 12.00 Noon  
Thur.   9th July.  Lunch.  The Plough, 12.00 Noon  
Wed. 14th Oct.   Lunch.  The Plough.  12.00 Noon 
Wed.  14th Oct.  A.G.M. Upper School. 7.30 p.m. 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
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ALAN WATTS has sent  us  a 
photo of Form 5B, taken in June 1939.  
He says, reading from L to R, in the 
back row were Joan Eagles, Albert 
Thornton, Ward, Plant, myself, Sidney 
Perrin, Gordon Harwood, Audrey 
Hampshire, John Pearl, Davies, and an 
unknown name.  In the front row were 
Kathleen Minter, Margaret Jasper, a 
school prefect, Mr. Leeming our Form 
Master, Francis Emberton and Beryl 
Spencer.  For some reason Keith 
Butter, who sat next to me for five 
years was not in the picture. 

Keith and I used to cycle to and from school across 
what were called the brickfields, no doubt built on now.  
I did see Keith briefly after the war, but did not learn of 
his traumatic experience as a P.O.W. until recently.  
After service in the royal Navy I resumed my 
occupation in Post Office Telephones until I retired in 
1984 in Bristol. 
 

My wife Eileen, nee Garwood, was also an ECS pupil 
from 1938 to 1943.  She well remembers the school 
evacuation, but had to walk from the school down 
Winchester Road to Lower Edmonton station, from 
whence she was taken by train to Braintree and then to 
Bocking, being billeted with another girl called Irene 
Byre.  Later they were moved back to Braintree. 

TED LAWRENCE says:  In the last Newsletter 
you asked if anyone could name the people in the 
photo of the football team.  Standing immediately 
behind Keith Coals, in the polo neck sweater, is 
Freddie McAdam.  We were in the same form at 
school and were made prefects at the same time when 
we were in the 5th form.  He left after Matric in 1943 
and I believe went into his father’s business.  Sitting 
on Keith’s left is Ernie Ryman, and next to him is Den 
Wade.  They both transferred to the County 6th form 
from Latymer in, I believe, 1940. 
 

In those days the younger members of the science 
staff at the County were in the armed forces and the 
younger members of the Latymer arts staff were also 
in the forces.  This resulted in our students going to 
Latymer 6th form full time for science and their 6th 
formers coming to the County for arts subjects.  Both 
Ernie and Den were very popular and well liked by all 
the school, taking part in all the activities, including 
football and cricket, English Afternoon, School Xmas 
parties etc.  They were a pair of heart-throbs with the 
girls!  Ernie became Head Boy in, I think, 1941.   
 

The only other person I can identify, apart from Sam 
Elengorn, is, of course, Mr. James (Jimmy) North, the 
Headmaster, who retired in August 1943. 
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