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100 Years of

Who would have predicted that an “ordinary” school in North London
founded in 1919 would have survived for a Century with an
unsurpassed  tradition of excellence, to be followed four years later in
1923 by the establishment of an Association of Old Scholars, proud to
have been its pupils.

ECSOSA - Edmonton County School Old Scholars’ Association is
delighted to announce that a reunion to celebrate the occasion of the
one hundredth anniversary of the founding of ECSOSA is arranged for
the 25th March 2023 at the old school, now known as The Cambridge
Campus.

The transformation of the Grammar School to a Comprehensive School
on the 7th September 1967 was somewhat of a shock to former pupils.
However, the tradition of excellence has carried on under the watch of
successive Heads of School and the current Academy status is to be
admired. For many old pupils it is somewhat astonishing that the
Academy supports 2000 students from the ages of four to nineteen.

This Newsletter, is being issued early, giving former pupils who have
not yet booked a place at the Reunion time to register their attendance.
Association funds are considered to be sufficient to cover the costs but
donations on the day will be gratefully received.

To register your decision to attend please contact David Day at either
email diddy11cg@talktalk.net or mobile or text at 07743 479752 or
land line 01296 484382.

www.ecsosa.org.uk
mailto:diddy11cg@talktalk.net


All our yesterdays – a series of extracts
from The Stag Magazine to mark our
Centenary

This is from the first post-war edition Vol 3 1946. A
rather droll account by an old scholar describing
his and a chum, Willie’s, arrival as squaddies in
Venice in 1945 following the taking of Italy.
Venezia
The first thing that struck me was the dockyard,
when I stepped back from the truck and fell over the
hawser attached at the other end to the “Vulcania”,
Italy’s erstwhile crack liner. Matelots were sweeping
up broken glass, the results of Jerries’ attempts to
make it even more cracked before their departure.

Everyone associates Venice with gondolas, even
Willie, and as there seemed no more obvious way to
get to the town centre, we joined the throng milling
around a weird collection of canal craft. We knew
exactly what we wanted – no tub masquerading as a
gondola specially for the soldiery would do for us.
Eventually we bagged one as near to the Hollywood
version as made no difference, lashings of carving
fore and aft and a few very dingy plush cushions.
Now the navigator, or gondolier, didn’t please Willie
at all as instead of an Admiral’s hat, he wore
something that might have been at one time the
property of our rag-and-bone man, who is now
Captain Quartermaster in his own right. The whole

length of the Grand Canal I was fascinated not so much
by the beautiful buildings, as by the neatly executed
yellow patch in the gondolier’s pants. It was peculiar
to see sentries mounting guard at H.Q.s right on the
very edge of the waterway and the Town Major making
his rounds in a launch instead of a Jeep. We paid the
gondolier half what he asked, which was twice too
much, and got off at the Doge’s Palace, a neat bit of
tracery work if ever there was. Just around the corner
is St Mark’s, standing at one end of the square of that
ilk. Venice is quaint in that you can wander round the
same streets again and again without knowing it, and
sooner or later arriving back in St. Mark’s Square.
Tea and wads have a sameness wherever you are so a
“dive” which sold shrimps, brown bread and vino
greatly appealed to us, especially as it was out of
bounds. “Cor” said Willie, “just like Sahfend”. Mighty
proud is he of his home town, more so since we have
in the Canteen a poster which tells us that  - “Southend
Pier is worth fighting for and is worth saving for”. As
I told him, someone has got to pay to replace the gaps
that were made in it.
We looked at The Rialto and I told him about some guy
spitting on Shylock’s Jewish gabardine. “That’s
nothing” he said, “look at what they done to Musso –
when he was dead”. The Bridge of Sighs, with Dante
and Beatrice doing a spot of come hither impressed
Willie even more, not having seen his girl for three

years. So, he wrote and told her all about it, burning the
midnight oil, same happening to be electric light which
we tapped from the local supply.
He had an answer some time later, in which she said in
that irritating way women have when they know they
are right, “But surely, Willie Darling, you mean Bridge
of Sighs, not Bridge of Size”.
“You know” said Wille, “I knew there was sumfink
phoney about that bridge – give me Sahfend Pier any
day”

Unknown Old Scholar whose only by-line is
“Van 1919-1924”



OBITUARIES
Kenny Clayton (AKA Kenny Wilkinson)
Kenny died on 10th October 2022. He was born
in Edmonton on 9 May 1936. His contemporaries knew
him as Kenny Wilkinson. After attending ECS from
1947-1952 he studied piano at the Trinity College of

Music in London. In
the late 1950s, by the
age of twenty-one,
Clayton firmly
established himself
as a working pianist,
accompanied Alma
Cogan and Terry
Dene on a tour of the

Empire Theatres, as well as working in cabaret with Shani
Wallis, Jeannie Carson, Libby Morris, and Joan Turner.

Having achieved success on the popular UK variety
circuit, Clayton was quickly signed
to EMI/Parlophone and released his first single,
"Tenerife," which he introduced on the British TV music
series Thank Your Lucky Stars. He also was responsible
for the arrangement of Carlo Dini's "Two People" which
was written by Don Black and was released on
Parlophone. Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, he was
musical director and arranger for a number of popular
singers, including Dick Haymes, Shirley Bassey,[2] Matt
Monro, Robin Gibb, Cilla Black, Charles
Aznavour, Sacha Distel, and Roger Whittaker. He
was Petula Clark's musical director and arranger from
1962 until 2005, and also performed with his jazz/swing
combo, the Kenny Clayton Trio. Known affectionately
as The Dean of Dean Street, tributes to Kenny have been
numerous from musical colleagues. Look him up on
Wikipedia. Kenny Clayton is survived by Sarah, his wife
and manager of 20 years, a daughter from a previous
marriage, and three stepdaughters.

Colin Walker. ECS 1947 - 1953

Colin joined ECS at the age of 10, earlier than is
usual, joining his brother Brian 1946-51.
Unfortunately Colin was not allowed to take his
G.C.E’s with the rest of his class mates and stayed
on an extra year missing his friends. He represented
the school at football, cricket and athletics and
continued to play for the Old Eds football team.
Colin studied hard to qualify as a quantity surveyor,
moving from Enfield to Bristol to form a business
partnership. He then moved to Bridgewater and
finally to Woolacombe. Colin married his childhood
sweetheart Ann with whom he had three daughters,
Ann predeceased him in 2015. Retirement did not
stop Colin’s activities (he was still playing tennis at
85), he gave much of his time to charity work,
particularly children’s hospices and  was privileged
to have met the Queen and also Princess Diana.

Colin will be sadly missed by
his second wife Sandy, his
extended family, his
community and friends-
especially the “old boys” from
form 1A who met annually for
holiday breaks.

A.E.M. Bridge (Pont). 1946-1953
It is unclear why Mr & Mrs Bridge named their son
Albert. The connection with the famous edifice over
the Thames was undeniable. He did not like the name
Albert and in later years used the name Malcolm.
Nevertheless, when he arrived at ECS in 1946 the
French master pointed out to the class that the French
for “Bridge” was “Pont” and thus that was the name
his contemporaries knew him by. He was a talented
sportsman, excelling at
athletics, cricket and
football, playing for
Middlesex Grammar
Schools. In addition to “A”
levels, he studied Latin and
gained a pass in just one
year. He was forced to
leave University after only
2 years after his mother
became seriously ill. He
was called up for the R.A.F. and met up with another
old Ed, Ron Hampton, who was serving at R.A.E.
Farnborough. Ron recommended Pont to his senior
officer and subsequently he was invited to join a team
working to develop the use of computer technology.
After demob he joined Reed Paper in Kent but living
away from home did not suit him and he joined I.C.I
at Welwyn Garden City where he continued with
computer development work. During this time, he
continued to study by way of a correspondence
course and achieved his degree. He married his first
wife Margaret in 1960, they had a son and a daughter
but parted 10 years later. He later married Iris who
survives him together with his two children and
grandchildren. Although not a member of ECSOSA,
Pont was a popular Old Ed.

Dates for your Diary

Wed 15th Feb 2023 Lunch at The Plough
Sat 25th March 2023 - ECSOSA Centenary

 Reunion at the School.
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OBITUARY
Marjorie Redgrave  (Fletcher) ECS 1933 - 1939
Marjorie was one of the exclusive band of Old Eds
who achieved their century

She was a high achiever both
academically and physically
as her many awards and cer-
tificates have shown. Having
cared for her ailing father
she went on to attend The
Grosvenor Secretarial Col-
lege (for Gentlewomen). She
then worked at the India
Stores Depot on London's
South Bank before the build-
ing was bombed out.
Before leaving school, Mar-
jorie met her contemporary
S. R. (Bob) Redgrave and
they did their courting in the
library where Bob had be-
come the librarian.

They married in 1942 and had four children. At time
of writing three survive, Nigel, Kevin and Mark.
Anne the eldest b1944 died 2015, Bob passed in 2008
In later years, Marjorie became a secretary at a
company in Walton-on-Thames that become part of
the 3i group. She could quite possibly have become
a director.
In 1977 they bought a small hotel in S.E. Cornwall
before eventually semi-retiring to a bungalow with
far reaching sea views and Marjorie only fully retir-
ing having done bookkeeping for local companies up
to the age of 90.
Marjorie died on the 13th August 2022.
Marjorie’s younger brother John Fletcher and Bob’s
younger sister Mary Redgrave also attended ECS

More trolleybus anecdotes by Malcolm Blunden

My father worked for Berkel's, the manufacturers of
the red bacon-slicers that we all saw on the grocer's
counter (remember those?).  The works van-driver,
Tom Cannon, sometimes used to call in at or house
for a cup of tea at the end of his day's duties if he had
a little time to spare.  One day, he told us of a visitor
from New York.  When he saw the trolleybuses in
Ponders End, he thought they were a brilliant idea,
and wished they had them in New York.  There,
because of the skyscrapers, the streets are like
canyons.  If there is little wind, the fumes just hang in
the "canyons".  When he was told that London
Transport intended to abolish trolleybuses, he thought
they were mad. In today's push to eliminate diesels,
everyone seems to have forgotten that we once had
the answer (at least as regards buses), without the need
for expensive batteries and the attendant issues of the
rare metals that are needed to produce them. (Picture
of the very last Trolleybus)

Trolleybuses served the London Passenger Transport
Area from 1931 until 1962. For much of its existence,
the London system was the largest in the world. It
peaked at 68 routes, with a maximum fleet of 1,811
trolleybuses (Ed)

The mayor of London has announced plans to extend
the Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) across the
whole of London. Under the current scheme, drivers
of older, more polluting vehicles are being charged to
enter London's north and south-circular orbital roads.
New proposals will see the scheme extend to the edge
of London boroughs in August 2023. If implemented,
this will impact on ECSOSA lunches at The Plough
and some members are unlikely to want to pay £12.50.
Can members suggest an alternative venue outside the
Zone? Suggestions to The Secretary.

Kriss Akabusi

If you watched Richard Osman’s
House of games on BBC2 from
Monday 16th January you will have
seen Kriss as a competitor. Unlike
athletics however, he came last. He
was still his usual; effervescent self.


