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It’s all right,  
It’s all right now ... 

Frank 

Many of you will have heard stories of the missing War Memorial, removed some time ago from 
its place in the School hall.  We did not publicise this earlier as we wanted to gather as much 
information as possible and to resolve the situation to everyone’s satisfaction.  In particular your committee did not 
want irate letters to, or about, Siobhan Leahy on matters totally beyond her control, and which occurred well before 
she was appointed as Head Teacher. 

It appears that whilst Linda Robinson was Head Teacher the School was redecorated and the contractors completely 
removed the War Memorial, Honours Board and portraits of previous Head Teachers.  This was possibly without 
authorisation, as under whose instructions or permission is still unclear. 

Our thanks to John Hulley, who was made aware of the situation and contacted Siobhan.  She was able to trace the 
portraits fairly quickly and has had copies made in smaller sizes, more conclusive to display in today’s School. 

After John traced Linda the War memorial was eventually found under the stage, and by the time you read this I will 
have had a meeting with Siobhan to discuss all the options and come to a solution satisfactory to all. 

As well as John Hulley I would like to thank Ted Lawrence and Arthur Spencer, who have put in a lot of research 
and work in the background, also particular thanks to Siobhan for her understanding and co-operation. 

Although this is a situation dear to the hearts of many of our members, especially those who actually knew the pupils 
who gave their lives, we must understand that not all of today’s school will fully appreciate its importance to us. 

I hope to be able to report on closure and completion in the next newsletter. 

And whilst on this subject Ted Lawrence writes 

An item I discovered in the 1947 School Chronicle read as follows: 
“The Old Scholars and the School are collaborating to set up a fitting 
memorial to the forty-five members who fell in the war. This will take 
the form of a bronze plaque with their names inscribed upon it. This 
will be placed in the school hall.  In addition a memorial garden will 
be laid out in front of the school with a sundial and seats.  Tenders for 
the work have already been submitted, and although labour difficulties 
are serious the work will be put in hand as soon as possible.  The 
response to Mr. Champion’s appeal for donations has been very good.  
A.T.L.” 
The initials A.T.L. are those of Mr. Leeming, the German Master, who 
was himself a prisoner of war of the Germans in the 1914-1918 Great 
War, during which he served in a Durham regiment. 
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OBITUARIES 

FREDA SNELGROVE from New 
Zealand - continues on from last Newsletter 

Albert Boreham (1937-1941) — 
Remembered by George Scott (1941 – 1946) 

Many old scholars will be sad to learn of the death of Albert 
Boreham on 19th September 2007.  Albert was at the school 
from 1937 to 1941.  He was one of those whom Dr. Galin 
used to refer to as “the nicotine brigade behind the bike 
sheds”!  Albert was evacuated in the early days of WW2 to 
Braintree in Essex and he often related some of the antics 
the boys used to get up to.  Not sure about the girls! 
At the age of 17 Albert volunteered for the Navy and took 
part in his ship’s active service on ‘D’ Day.  He suffered 
from chronic asthma and was unfortunately invalided out of 
the Navy and eventually joined the Work Study Group of 
the British Army in the field of time and motion studies, 
finishing up as Director of Management Services. Albert 
was a very home-loving man, was married to Gwen and 
they had two children, Anne and John. 
I knew Albert best as a member of the Old Scholars Cricket 
Club.  Albert was Captain of the Club for a number of years 
and a great disciplinarian.  We had many very happy years 
together until Albert’s job caused him to move to Surrey.  
Our wives and several of the other wives and/or girl friends 
were very supportive and prepared the teas for us for our 
home games.  A few years later I also moved to the same 
village as Albert and Gwen in Surrey and we have been 
good friends ever since.  Albert was always a keen card 
player, particularly on cricket days when we were “rained 
off”.  He developed a love of bridge and, together with 
Gwen, formed and ran a local bridge club for many years.   
Another important activity was as a National Trust volun-
teer at the stately home “Hatchlands Park”.   
Albert was a real gentleman in every sense of the word, and 
for me a very cherished friend who will be much missed.   
I am attaching a photograph of one of our cricket teams, 
taken in 1955 at the Falklands Cricket Club, which I hope 
will bring back memories for those who knew Albert. 

Left to right: 
Back row:  Cyril Scott, Len Outridge, Ian Cromar, Len 
Collins, Mick Baines, Bob Goodman. 
Front row:  Bert Smith, George Scott, Mr. Lawrence (Snr.), 
Albert Boreham, Stan Aupers, Jimmy Batchelor, Peter 
Trippick. 

Mr. Lawrence was Ted Lawrence’s father, who often used 
to take several of us, plus the gear, to away matches in his 
Ford Zephyr.  His favourite saying was “the faster you go 
the less you feel the bumps”!  That was in the days before 
speed cameras! 

Ken Woolner  (1945—1952) 
Sent to us by John Hulley 

Old Scholars from the years 1945 to 51 will be sorry to learn 
that Ken Woolner died in Canada on 8th April.  Ken had 
suffered a massive paralysing stroke in September 2005 and 
had been living in a Nursing Home near his son, daughter and 
her children.  His wife Marion had died in 1995, as did his 
old school friend, Mary Cooper, whom he married later. 
Ken was in the Science Sixth and went on to read Physics at 
Queen Mary College, London.  After graduating he did three 
years’ research before joining his supervisor, who had moved 
to the University of Waterloo, Ontario, to set up a Physics 
Department.  Ken lectured there until his retirement in 1995.  
His daughter, Gillian, is establishing a scholarship in his 
memory at Waterloo. 
Ken played a very full part in school life.  Years later he gave 
fellow physicist, Michael Fielder, the prize he had received 
for the best G.C.E. Advanced level result in 1952.  His choice 
was James Joyce’s ‘Ulysses’.  “They’ll never give it to me” 
he said, but they did.   
Michael also recalls him playing Lysander (or was it 
Demetrius?  Well, Puck was confused too!!) in Midsummer 
Night’s Dream and trumpet in the jazz band. 

I was made a prefect in the fifth form.  It was a great honour 
that I probably could have done without, considering my 
home situation at that time.  I think it was the tennis that I 
kept up regardless of other pressures.  I played first couple 
with Ruby for the school so no doubt it was the endorphins 
that were released by this that kept me going. 
My memories of Edmonton County were that it was a good 
school for me, gave me a good grounding for my future.  I 
particularly remember the cultural Friday afternoons where 
different people performed for us.  Pat Frost was a girl who 
played the xylophone, who performed nationally.  There was 
a young man, the brother of Donald Brooks, who played the 
piano, he was a Battle of Britain Pilot and had been shot 
down and was badly burnt - he came and played for us.  It 
was no doubt part of his rehabilitation.  At the time of the 
General Election at the end of the war the school held a 
General Election too, with students being the candidates for 
the different parties.  It was a great experience.  Mr. 
Champion was the Head Master at this time. 
The school was divided into two: the left hand side, looking 
at the school from the Cambridge Road, was the girls end and 
the boys end was on the right hand side.  We each had our 
own playground and the field was shared by both girls and 
boys.  We went to the cloakrooms when there was an air raid 
and we stayed there until the all clear. 
Unfortunately, during the last two years of my time at 
County, my mother, who had congestive heart failure, was 
dying slowly and there were four younger children, so my 
time at school was affected by home duties.  My mother died 
not long after I left school. 
Eventually I trained and became a Registered Nurse and 
Midwife, which has stood me in good stead.  I did my 
training in the U.K. General at the Royal Victoria and West 
Hants Hospital, Bournemouth, a three month stint at Great  



Articles in ECSOSA’s Newsletter are no doubt aimed at 
stimulating memories of people, places or events.  In 
which case I fear that I might have left it a trifle late in 
writing this piece.  We are returning to hazy memories 
from when I was 5.  Anybody who can relate to these 
musings must have been 11 at the time and therefore 80 
now.  I guess the grim reaper has paid a few visits. 
 

In August 1939 my parents and I were doing our usual 
thing—taking a caravan holiday in Crantock, Cornwall.  
The unusual and most memorable part for me was being 
smothered in itchy chicken pox and calamine lotion.  
Strange, when storm clouds were gathering all over 
Europe!! 
 

Suddenly, and for no obvious reason, we had to return 
home to Edmonton.  But it wasn’t exactly home.  Dad 
dumped mum and me at Marsh Hill Farm in Aylesbury 
(wonder if it still exists) while he disappeared on some 
mysterious mission to do with school. 
 

One morning several people gathered 
in the farm house kitchen listening to 
the wireless.  This was a communal 
activity as many people lived out their 
lives without the luxury of this new-
fangled device, especially in a 
caravan.  I was playing on the floor; 
mum and others were crying.  I 
presume it was Chamberlain’s famous 

“I have to tell you now ….” speech. 
 

And then, when dad did fetch us, I didn’t go back to 
Raglan School, but to somewhere in Braintree.  Yes, 
Braintree!!  ECS had been evacuated lock, stock and 
barrel to a host school and all personnel were billeted 
out round the town. We lived at number 6 somewhere 
or other, which is not much use as a map reference. 
 

So that’s what dad had been doing—organising an 
evacuation.  To think that only 69 years ago moving 
people from Edmonton to Braintree counted as 
evacuation!  The miracles and misuse of modern 
science have changed all that. 
 

So do any readers remember this?  Could they fill in 
some details? 
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Ormond Street Hospital, first part at the North Middlesex 
Hospital and second part at Oxford. 
I came to N.Z. in 1954.  I have held good nursing positions in 
hospitals in New Zealand until I retired in 1991.  I am now 77 
years old and it was sharing my time at County with my 
children that encouraged me to look at the internet.  

The Annual Luncheon 
Held at The Jolly Farmers on  
Saturday, 8th March 2o08 

There was a gathering of Old Scholars and guests 
around the bar and convivial chat ensued.  Cliff 
intimated that the seating plan was pinned up so there 
was a general drift to the tables to find out and meet 
our table guests.  I was lucky to be seated with my 
sister, Cynthia Osborne (nee Brown) and her husband 
Richard and my wife Patricia.  Sitting beside us was 
‘Titch’ Armitage and his wife. 
The conversations were varied, and 
it is interesting to hear what other 
people have done, or who they have 
met over the year.  Titch explained 
the weekend gathering arranged by 
Colin Walker, mentioned in an 
earlier Newsletter, and showed us 
some photographs. 
Cliff Wilkins, our Secretary and Treasurer, stood to 
give us all the latest information and told us about the 
bronze Role of Honour plaque having gone missing 
since the redecorating of the School hall.   (Ed:  See 
front page for update on this), and then Dennis Patten 
entertained us with some of his jokes which were too 
numorous to mention. 
All in all a very enjoyable lunch, talking to old friends 
and something to look forward to next year.   

Tony Bro
wn 

EVACUATION 
Revealed by daughter Marian 

Marian Peterson (nee Quartermaine) 
Westcliff-on Sea 

GOLDEN WEDDING  
CONGRATULATIONS 

Tony and Joan Joyce (nee Coleman) celebrate their Golden 
Wedding on 21st June.  They both attended Edmonton 
County in the same year group (1948-53) but in different 
classes and only got together after having left school for a 
year.  They went on to have two daughters, a son and six 
grandchildren.   
 

A celebration lunch is planned with family and close friends 
at a local hotel and a Caribbean Cruise with more family 
members is booked for October. 

Ann Barnard (nee Sadler) (1948-53) 
married her husband Ron on 12th April 
1958 and they have just celebrated their Golden Wedding by 
taking a first class rail journey to Lake Garda.  She says we  
went via Paris, Geneva, Lausanne (overnight stay), Milan and 
on to Desenzano on the southern shore of the lake.  We 
undertook various excursions including Verona, Venice and 
Milan then homeward via Milan, Stuttgart (another overnight 
stay), Cologne, Brussels and back to St. Pancras.  It was a 
really great holiday and journey, which obviously took much 
longer than by air, but what a way to see the magnificent 
scenery of the countries we travelled through and in a very 
relaxed and extremely comfortable way.  We thoroughly 
recommend this mode of travelling to everyone. 



Published by the Edmonton County School Old Scholars’ Association. 
Any opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of individual contributors and are published in the interests of information and debate.  ECSOSA itself holds no collective 

opinions. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Thur. 19th June. Lunch Get-together.  The Plough, Crews Hill.  12.00 Noon onwards. 
Thur. 11th Sept. Lunch Get-together.  The Plough, Crews Hill.  12.00 Noon onwards. 
Wed. 17th Sept.     Committee meeting.  Upper School.                  7.30 for 7.45 p.m. 
Wed.   8th Oct.      A.G.M.                       Upper School.                 7.30 for 7.45 p.m. 

SCHOOL ELECTIONS—THE 
            LATEST 

The Principal Theatre Co Presents - For Summer 2008 ROMEO & JULIET FORTY HALL Forty Hill 
Enfield 

EN2 Tuesday 8th July—Saturday 19th July ‘08 No shows Monday Tues—Sat 7.30 p.m. Sat Matinees—2.30 p.m. 

Arthur Spencer  
has sent the following advert: 

He suggests that some of our members might like to meet and make up a party on one of the evenings.  Arthur will be there on Thursday 10th July and has all the information should you wish to attend.  His telephone number is 01707 655354. 

A LETTER FROM LORD TEBBIT READS: 
The various contributions on this subject serve only to remind 
all of us of the fallibility of memory and to explain how 
witness statements concerning an event can be so confusingly 
different.  Certain things, however, are now becoming 
clearer. 
I did enter the school in September 1942.  At 12 July 1945 
(the date of the General Election) I was in Form  3S and my 
form mistress was Miss Henderson.  My report book shows I 
was taught English by George Locke during the spring and 
Easter terms. 
Arthur Spencer complicates things by his recollection of the 
school election, although he did not enter the school until 
September 1945.  Beryl Cushion is also right.  I did 
matriculate in 1947, leaving the school that summer. 
I think that, as Arthur Spencer suggests, there may have been 
more than one election.  I am pretty sure that the one in which 
Alan Prior and I stood was in July ‘45—so it was a 3S 
affair—and that there was a school wide contest too.  I am 
less sure about there being another of the same kind in 1946, 
but was there an election for the School Assembly (which I 
think came into being during my later years at the school)?  If 
so, could that be the source of some of the confusion? 

And MICHAEL THOMPSON Emails 

I remember the election(s) but I don’t know anything about 
the dates.  I was in the same class as Norman (Tebbit) and 
my, somewhat uncomplimentary, report book shows that: 
I was in Form 2A in 1943/44, in Form 3S in 1944/45, in Form  
4S in 1945/46, and in Form 5S in 1946/47 and we took 
School Cert/Matric in the summer of 1947.  We were the first 
year to be in S, L & H forms, so they started in the Autumn of 
1944.  Higher forms stayed in the A, B, C structure. 

FINALLY ANOTHER EXTRACT  FROM 
TED LAWRENCE’S COMMUNICATION 

I was interested in the correspondence about the School’s 
General Election and intrigued by the discussion about when 
it actually took place.  I left from the 6th form in July 1945 
and have no recollection of the event having occurred in my 
time there.  I am sure that had it done so I would have been 
unable to resist the opportunity to do a little gentle heckling. 
To see if there exists any firm information about the date of 
this notable exercise in democracy I have delved into my 
archives (a grand name for a collection of old shoe boxes) 
and closely perused the School Chronicles for 1944, 1945, 
1946 and 1947—not a single word was found relating to the 
election.  My only comment—What an impact this event 
must have made on school life. 

NOTICE BOARD 

THE JOAN HENDERSON  

MEMORIAL LECTURE 

this year 

will be held on 

WEDNESDAY 11th June 

At 6.00 p.m. 
 

First please contact Frank Wallder 

On 01992 636164 

CLIFF WILKINS  (Our Secretary) 
Has a new address.  It is: 

3 The Hawthorns, 
Allington Gardens, 

Allington, 
Grantham, 

Lincs. NG32 2FS 
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