
In the recent School Newsletter 
Siobhan Leahy (pictured below) 
mentions the many advantages 
the changes will make, 
including:   
 

• Students will feel that they 
are in a small school on one of the sites (with only 
180 new students each year) rather in one very large 
school. 

• Teaching and learning will improve because most 
teachers will have their own classroom to teach in 
and will not be spending time moving between 
sites. 

• Pastoral care and discipline will improve because 
most teachers will remain on one site and will be 
available to support students and chase up 
problems. 

Apparently parents will be choosing the 
School not the site and students will be 
allocated to a site by the school to ensure 
that there is a mixture of boys and girls, 
abilities and ethnicities on each. 

With regard to the Doris Staples board, I didn’t have 
time to discuss this with the Head, but I am meeting 
her again in July when I will bring it up on that 
occasion. 

Our get-together lunches continue to be very popular, 
but no outside trips have been planned for this year 
owing to lack of support. 

Once again we could do with  more help, if necessary 
by e-mail.  We will be putting details on the website 
inviting people to become corresponding members of 

the committee, even if not able 
to attend meetings in person.  In 
this event we would consider e-
mailing the Agenda and Minutes 
for forthcoming meetings, with 
an invitation to comment. 

I have had a meeting recently with the Head Teacher 
of Edmonton County School, Siobhan Leahy.  
Siobhan said that the school is planning to do a great 
deal of rebuilding on both sites.  For instance, the two 
enclosed courtyards at the Upper School will be 
covered over to make the most of the available area to 
accommodate a larger intake. 

The proposal is that the 
present Lower School and 
Upper School sites will run 
in parallel with pupils of all 
ages, but it will remain as 
one school.  There will be an 
intake each year of 3 forms 
on each site, totalling 6 form 
entry. 

The war memorial will be 
moved and it will be 
reinstated in a new position 
to be decided after the building plans have been 
passed in July. 

John Hulley has involved several Old Scholars, and 
the local branch of the British legion has also become 
implicated  in the matter of the late Patrick Azimkar.  
The British Legion would like a separate memorial for 
Patrick.  Ms Leahy and Patrick’s parents would like 
his name to be added to the existing war memorial.  
However, the committee felt that a good compromise 
would be to have a separate plaque attached to the 
original, containing Patrick’s name.  E.C.S.O.S.A. 
would be prepared to buy a wooden surrounding and 
plaque, but without altering the original memorial.  
The British Legion is pushing for these memorials to 
be on more public display within the school. 
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So we ate and chatted non-stop, and some photos were 
passed around and memories were evoked of names 
and events from the past.  Everyone seemed to have 
an anecdote which came as news to others and it was 
so interesting to try to remember the person mentioned 
and what they looked like.  These gatherings become 
more and more like family reunions, and in a way I 
suppose the whole room was a family.  We all have 
the same background and memories, and when we 
meet up the years fall away and we talk as though we 
have never been apart.  Most of the faces were 
familiar, but I was pleased to see one or two that I had 
not noticed before at either the luncheons or the 
informal lunches at the Plough, but whose names were 
instantly familiar, and chatting was again easy and 
friendly.  There was a raffle with good prizes—Tony 
and I didn’t win any of them though.  Quite a few of 
us travel long distances to be at this luncheon and the 
informal ones throughout the year, but the journey is 
always worthwhile, and our heartfelt thanks go to 
Frank for his organisation, 
dedication and hard work. 
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OBITUARY 
ERNEST SAMUEL TAYLOR 
(1930—2008) 

More and more Old Scholars are 
receiving their Newsletter via email — 

may we add you to the list?         
Just contact Cliff Wilkins now on   

01400 281359.   
Go on, save us the postage and the 

world a tree!! 

Ernest was born in Edmonton, where he attended Latymer 
School.  He did his National Service in the Education Corps 
before reading history at the University of Bristol.  After 
spending a year in the Bristol Department of Education 
Ernest returned to teach at Latymer School, and 
subsequently moved to Edmonton County School as head 
of the History Department. 
 
In 1967 he was appointed as Deputy Head of the Ridgeway 
School, Wroughton in Wiltshire, where he played a major 
role in establishing the new comprehensive school.   
 
He built on that experience when in 1972 he was appointed 
as Head Teacher to set up a new comprehensive school at 
Corsham in Wiltshire.  The school, which served a mixed 
rural and services population, was extremely successful, 
catering for the gifted, the less able and disaffected alike. 
 
Ernest was someone who valued education and who was 
concerned with substance rather than show; something 
which did not always endear him to the Local Authority.  
He believed that the school should be of benefit not only to 
the most able, but to all those who attended it.  He was very 
aware of social issues, and believed passionately in the 
importance of education for women.  Ernest served on a 
number of working parties and played an active part in his 
union for a long period, serving as secretary of the local 
branch. 
 
He continued to study himself in what spare time he had 
and, as the first part-time student of the School of Oriental 
and African Studies, was awarded the degree of M.Phil in 
1967 for a thesis on the founding of Hong Kong.  In 1971 
he was awarded the degree of M.Ed by the University of 
Bristol.  He benefited from two short sabbaticals, spent at 
Christ’s College, Cambridge in 1966 and at Keble College, 
Oxford in 1985. 
 
Ernest enjoyed a very full retirement, pursuing his lifelong 
interest in history as a course tutor for the Open University.  
He also continued to maintain his contact with young 
people, acting in a voluntary capacity as a country manager 
for Gap. 
 
As the son and grandson of nurserymen, he retained his 
love of gardening.  He travelled widely and had many 
friends in a number of countries. 
 
In 2002 Ernest sustained a severe head injury as the result 
of a road accident.  Although wheelchair bound and unable 
to speak, he was eventually able to return home, where he 
gave everyone to understand that he was happy and content, 
despite his profound disability.  He was regarded with great 
affection by all those who cared for him.  He died 
peacefully at his home in Cambridge. 
 
He is survived by his widow, son and daughter and four 
granddaughters. 

Mrs. Taylor 

Annual Luncheon 2009 

The Old Scholars’ Annual Luncheon on 14th March at 
the Jolly Farmers was, as has become expected, a 
great success. 

Frank, our Chairman, welcomed us all and then made 
a rather sad announcement of which some of us had 
been unaware.  Most of you will have read about the 
murder of two British soldiers in Ireland recently, but 
what some of us did not know was that one of the 
soldiers was an old scholar, namely Patrick Azimkar, 
aged only 21.  A young man with great prospects he 
had been offered a trial with Tottenham Hotspur and 
had the potential for a glittering career in civilian life.  
His life was sadly cut short and Frank asked us to 
stand in two minutes’ silence for this brave young 
soldier. 

Then Grace was said and we sat down to a really great 
meal.  Everything was piping hot and the quantity 

verged on enormous.  The starter was a 
vegetable soup so stuffed with veg that 
there was hardly any room for the liquid. 
This was followed by roast beef, which 
was both tender and tasty, and tureens of 
potatoes, carrots, cauliflower and broccoli. 
The dessert was profiteroles swimming in 

chocolate sauce and cream—diet food it wasn’t!!  All 
rounded off with coffee. 

Joan Joyce 



That “new Headmaster” was Robert Hudson, 
appointed in 1954.  He built up the academic side of 
the school, particularly in science and engineering.  
The school doubled in size and functioned on two 
sites.  Doris Staples became Deputy Head and when 
Mr. Hudson died suddenly in July 1974 she agreed to 
delay her retirement and serve as Acting Head until a 
new Head was appointed.  She had to cope with “the 
most critical staff shortage”, and in her November ‘74 
Speech Day report commented: “The greatest problem 
that faces this school at the present time, in common 
with all large comprehensives, is the problem of 
getting and keeping qualified and experienced staff.  
Lack of staff and constant change of staff not only 
hinders the educational progress of the pupil, but 
makes it increasingly difficult to check indiscipline 
and disorder”.  As Jack Long later wrote: “She 
brought a rare intensity of thoughtful purposefulness 
to her work, which she applied to all the activities and 
problems which confronted her … She had a mind of 
crystal clarity and strength with which she analysed 
situations and presented judgements and counselling 
of high quality.  Former pupils continued to write to 
her long after leaving school and she responded with 
lively and often dryly witty letters”.  She died in 1992 
aged 82. 
 

Jack Long and his wife Mary were very good friends 
with Doris Staples.  He was a few years younger and, 
in due course, also became Deputy Head.  Among his 
memorabilia are 3 editions of “The Lake District: a  
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TIMES PAST 
(Continued) 

by Doreen Bayley  
(1939-46) 

1985 

Photograph supplied by Marian Peterson (nee Quartermain) 

1952 

geographical notebook”, which he wrote with C. G. 
Burridge and others.  Also 7 small notebooks 
containing his daily diary of each “Excursion”, with 
comments on the weather, the terrain, the routes 
followed and the pupils’ behaviour and health.  It is 
interesting to compare his notes with the accounts 
published in the school magazine.  The conditions 
were often muddy, cold and wet.  He was always 
concerned for the pupils’ welfare.  In April 1966 they 
started up Blencathra—”Hard going up the final 
ascent.  Much snow, but very fine views.  Decided to 
return northern end  …. and to lose height gradually 
down the long curving grass slope covered in snow.  
Very bad going on the slope, slipping and sliding.  
Michael Edwards, with badly turned ankle, Nick 
Crabb with knee cartilage trouble, several girls with 
ankle troubles or blisters …. Spent evening after 
dinner massaging sprains.  Susan McLintie’s blisters 
very bad”.  Nevertheless, Peter Jeans wrote in the 
1966 magazine “Once we had reached the summit …. 
The feeling of achievement was ample reward”.  He 
ends his report by thanking Mr. Long and staff for 
organising “a most enjoyable, and often hilarious 
holiday!” 

The photo of the 1940/41 football team, published in December ‘08, and the comments in the March ‘09 Newsletter have 
prompted me to submit a photo of an earlier period. 

 

The OSA Football Club was founded in 1928 by Arthur Gale (Captain) 
and Arthur Hughes (Secretary).  In their first season they were known as 
Victoria United.  In 1929 they entered the Old Boys’ League and 
immediately won promotion from 5th division.  By 1934 they were in 
the top Premier Division and ran a 2nd eleven.  They entered the F.A. 
Amateur Cup and one year played Wimbledon. 
 

Nearly 50 years ago I exchanged correspondence with Arthur Gale (in 
the photo he is the one with the ball).  From memory he told me that Bill 
Izzard and Rattenbury were the goalkeepers, Stan Williamson took over 
as Secretary from Arthur Hughes and became Chairman of the OSA.  
Other players included Dick Cole, Sid Bailey, Harold Pluck, Len 
Thomas, Bert Brooks, Stan Welch, Eric Woods, Fred Rust, Bert Fernee 

and Oades.  I believe Philip Butler, Reg Pell, Eric McQuinn and Len Maddocks also played occasionally.  Sid Perry (a later 
Chairman of the OSA) played once at left half! 
 

The OSA. also had an Old Boys’ Rugby Club from 1927 until 1932. During that period both rugby and soccer were played at 
school, the OSA football was played on the top pitch and the rugby on the lower field nearest the Cambridge Road. 
 

Sam Elengorn (French Teacher) joined our school in 1928 and his first love was rugby.  However, when there was no rugby 
fixture he would play for the football team.  

EARLY DAYS  by BRYN ROOT  (1947-52) 



Published by the Edmonton County School Old Scholars’ Association. 
Any opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of individual contributors and are published in the interests of information and debate.  ECSOSA itself holds no collective 

opinions. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Thur. 21st May.  Lunch.  The Plough. 12.00 Noon  
Thur.   9th July.  Lunch.  The Plough, 12.00 Noon  
Wed. 16th Sept.  Committee. Upper School. 7.30 p.m. 
Wed. 14th Oct.   Lunch.  The Plough.  12.00 Noon 
Wed.  14th Oct.  A.G.M. Upper School. 7.30 p.m. 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
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   Chairman:         Frank Wallder, 12 Bray Lodge, High Street Cheshunt, Waltham Cross, Herts. EN8 0DN.  Tel:  01992 636164.  
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   Secretary &   )       Cliff Wilkins, 3 The Hawthorns, Allington Gardens, Allington, Grantham, Lincs. NG32 2FS.  Tel: 01400 281359. 
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I am a teaching assistant at Brigstock Latham’s 

Primary School in Brigstock, near Kettering, 

Northamptonshire. 

I have been archiving all our old documents and have 

just finished documenting the children who were 

evacuated to our school during World War II.  It 

would seem that we had many children from 

Edmonton, and in particular Croyland and Galliard 

schools. 
As part of a team of local people I am organising a 

village event that will take place on the 18th and 19th 

July 2009 to commemorate the 7th anniversary of the 

war.  We are highlighting the plight of our evacuated 

children and will be dedicating a plaque to them on 

the opening day of the event.  I would love to contact 

the evacuees who came to our school, with a view to 

them joining us for the commemorative weekend. 

Please feel free to pass on my email to your  

organisation members as I‘m really keen to make a 

link as soon as I can.  I am in contact with the 

Evacuee Reunion Association in our area and they are 

also helping to find people. 

JILL HEDGES emails us from 

‘peterhedge@aol.com’ 

The recent Newsletter sparked several memories, so I dug around in my little cardboard box which once contained 100 Players cigarettes and is labelled ‘E.C.S. box”.  There I found the programme for “Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme”, which I was in.  It formed part of a French and German evening presented on 9th January 1947.  The name of the producer is not given but must have been Doris Staples.  Doreen Aris was in the cast, who I remember quite well as she and I were in the same class from 1A to 5L.  I do know she later became an actress Among other treasures in the box was a programme for A.A.Milne’s ‘Ugly Duckling’, performed by N. Tebbitt.  Although he and I were exact contemporaries (he in the Science stream, me in Languages) I have almost no memory of him. There are other treasures in the box.  Perhaps I should have a chat with Beryl, whom I knew at school and later at university. Incidentally, I enjoyed Arthur Spencer’s piece about the snow in 1947, though I remember little of it.  I have my diary of that year which mentions snow frequently between January and March, but there’s no suggestion that the school was ever closed! 

My wife and I are life members of ECSOSA, having 
both been at Edmonton County from 1964-1971 
and 1963-1970 respectively.  Every time a 
newsletter arrives I wonder whether there is 
anybody still around who might remember mother, 
Alice Elsie Fox, who I calculate would have been 
at Edmonton County between the years 1937-1942. 
 
I was only 15 when my mother died at the early 
age of 42 so I know little about her early life, and 
would be interested to know whether some of your 
older members include any friends who may 
remember her? 

BRUCE GODDARD (1942-49) writes: 

A plea from ALAN WATSON  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


