Edmonton County School Old Scholars’ Association
Website: www.ecsosa.org.uk

NEWSLETTER

June 2019

Reports your Chairman
Dear Member,
The Centenary Celebrations were, in my opinion, a triumph and any worries about the event on my part were unfounded.
The speeches by the Head Teacher and Deputy Lord Lieutenant were relevant. The school performances were most enjoyable
and pupils and staff put in a lot of work on their production. The Junior Choir was well rehearsed by the Music Teacher and
we all enjoyed singing the School Song to the original words by Gus Locke. Some of the post-comprehensive ex-scholars
were not familiar with the original words, and I have received some correspondence about this. There was also some comment
about the painting of the school, especially the hall. I personally like the new two-tone blue, which I feel cheers up the place. I
realise that not everyone agrees, but what’s done is done. There was some noise on Facebook, etc. criticising the apparent
dilapidation of parts of the school, but considering that the building is now 85 years old, it is probably beyond the current
school budget to do much. I feel quite dilapidated at 83!
The historical displays were well received and there was plenty of activity around the ECSOSA tables. We left the posters
behind since it is unlikely that we will ever need them again. We also left the panoramic photos, but should be able to borrow
them for any future occasion. The school art displays were very comprehensive and raised much interest and comment.
The Time Capsule ceremony was quite moving, especially since we had our second oldest Old Scholar present, Joan Deacon,
who is 99. The second memorial unveiling was also moving, and our thanks to Tom Wilson for producing the plaque.
The sales of the Potted History and Notable Alumni booklets were a little disappointing, but a steady stream of orders has been
coming in. However, we must keep pushing sales until we have recouped the cost, so if you have not bought yours yet please
chip in. At £5.50 for the two books, including postage, it is not expensive.

David Day

A reminder to members:
To
celebrate the Centenary we have
produced two booklets, “The ECS
Story 1919 to 2019” by Beryl
Cushion and “Notable Alumni” by
David Day. We have printed 500
each of these at a considerable cost to
the Association. If you have not
already got your copies we would
request that, in order to recoup
Association costs, you purchase these
booklets at a cost of £2.00 each plus
£1.50 postage and packing. Please
contact Dave Day 11 Coniston Green,
Aylesbury, HP20 2AJ.
Cheques
payable to ECSOSA. or you can pay
by Bank Transfer, HSBC Sort Code
40 22 19, Account 81849999.
Confirm to diddy11cg@talktalk.net

(Chairman)

Obituaries
BRUCE GODDARD
(1942-49) By his wife PAT.
Born 22 November 1930, died 4th April
2019. Bruce was asthmatic as a child,
though he grew out of it. He started school
in Silver Street, but when he was seven
Hazelbury Open Air School opened and he
went there. He was the first of their pupils ever to pass the 11
pass.
Bruce and I were married for almost 63 years, we had two
children, Peter and Penny, and four Grandchildren Martha,
Ben, Eleanor and Jonathan.
From Edmonton County School he went to University
College, London, (from 1949-52) to read history, where we
met in the Dramatic Society. He did his National Service
from 1952-54 where he was 2nd Lieutenant in the Royal
Artillery. He then worked for the B.B.C. from 1954-80,
starting as a Studio Manager in Overseas Radio.
We were married in 1956, then he went to Aberdeen as
Senior Studio Manager late 1957-59. Then to Television,
working in Presentation, first at Lime Grove and then
Television Centre in various capacities, including several
years liaising with Eurovision commentators at Sports venues
all over the county, and eventually becoming a Presentation
Editor. He left the B.B.C. and went to Thames Television
from 1980-90 as Head of Presentation.
He retired in 1990, but remained active in retirement and
continued to pursue his passions for travelling, theatre
(performing as well as attending), transport, stamp-collecting
and Guardian-reading, which sums it up very well.
At the funeral there was a tribute from a B.B.C. colleague and
also from a member of Cassio Productions, one of the local
groups we were involved with, of which he was Chairman in
the 90’s.

DEREK EDMUND ROOT
(1943-48)
Reported by his brother
BRYN (1947-52)

My brother Derek sadly suffered a heart
attack and died in Bart’s Hospital on 27th
February.
Derek, Mick and I all attended Edmonton County School
during the eight year period 1943-1951. Derek enjoyed all
sports at school, but excelled at football and cricket, being
Captain of both. He also played football for Edmonton Boys,
and had the honour of being selected for London Boys to play
Glasgow Boys at Arsenal. Tottenham Hotspur soon realised
Derek’s footballing skills, and he regularly played for Spurs’
Juniors. The Manager even offered Derek a professional
contract, but he declined in favour of secure employment.
Sid Perry (an Old Scholar) invited Derek to join S.C.Perry &
Co., Chartered |Accountants. The five year apprenticeship
meant Derek’s National Service was deferred, but the Army
caught up with him eventually, and he served two years as an
Admin Officer.
Page 2

1954 was a red-letter year in Derek’s life. He and Gladys
were married, and set up home in Empire Avenue, Edmonton.
Over the ensuing years the family grew to include Alison,
Melanie, Karen and Stephen.
Derek’s hobbies included gardening, DIY, board games,
stamp collecting, whist and bridge. In more recent years
Derek and Gladys enjoyed various holidays with both family
and friends, especially flying to Israel to stay with their
daughter Alison and her family. They also hosted two very
special celebrations—their joint 80th birthdays in 2012 and
their Diamond Wedding Anniversary in 2014.
Derek was a self-made man, coming from humble
beginnings—a real Rags to riches story. By dedicated hard
work and self-discipline he survived the hard times to enjoy a
good life, setting high standards throughout his 87 years.
Truly a remarkable man, a tower of strength, a wonderful
husband, a great father, a loving granddad and a kind and
generous brother. We shall all miss him .
Derek leaves his widow Gladys, four children, nine
grandchildren and one great–grandchild.

EDWARD LAWRENCE (TED) (1938-45)
We regret to announce that Ted died on 18th January 2019,
aged 91.
He was a much respected Liveryman of both Carmen and
Scriveners Livery Companies, Knight of the Order of St.
John, member of the Heraldry Society and Royal Society of
St. George and a well known City of London figure for 60
years.
A memorial service was held on 26th March at the Priory
Church of Order of St. John, Clerkenwell, London,

David Pennell reports on the school’s
Centenary Celebrations—23rd March
The proceedings opened with the Executive Head Teacher,
Dr. Susan Tranter, giving an address outlining the school’s
history and development over the past 100 years. This was
followed by the singing of the school song, written by Gus
Locke. It was delightful to hear this sung again by young
voices and brought back many happy memories. There
then followed a few scenes depicting various periods since
the school was founded, performed by senior pupils
The hall walls were devoted to pictures of various school
members and photographs of past school groups, and the
periodic large photographs of all the pupils. It was nice to
meet up again with people who were in my year, and also
seeing people from other years who I had not seen for a
long time.
The ECSOSA stand had on display two booklets, one
outlining the history of the school and the other of Notable
Alumni, both of which were very interesting. I am sure
there are copies available for those who were unable to
attend the function.
Mention must be made of the team of volunteers who
manned the stand, and particular thanks to David Day, our
Chairman and Secretary, for all the work he has done
preparing for this special Day.

CENTENARY CHATTER
JOAN DEACON (Moore) (1932-36 )
Dear David,
Thank you for all you did in organising
everything that was done, during and
after the event. I and my son and
daughter-in-law, plus a number of other
people, said how successful everything
was—Congratulations.

From Steve Dean
(1964-71)

When you say about me being
exhausted, what about you? I bet you were shattered. It was
a very good do!

A personal opinion from
JILL TORRENS
(GILLIAN BARR)

(1970-76)

With regard to the school song, the
words sung at the centenary
celebration were quite different to the
words we learned in the 1970’s. I
have the prize-giving programmes
from 1973, 1974, 1975 and 1976 (both upper and lower
school) so I am intrigued to know when and why the
wording was changed, as presumably the original lyrics
from the school’s early days which refer to ’alma mater’ are
the ones currently used.
I thought perhaps the wording of the song had changed
around 1967 to cater for all the non-grammar school
children (people like me for example) who might not
manage the complicated lyrics!)
(D.D. then explained why the older version was used at the
Centenary)
I think that does probably explain the song lyrics. They
don’t use it anymore, so when the Head asked you for the
words, you gave her the grammar school lyrics used when
you were there. Those of us who didn’t take the 11+ and
went to the school after 1967 were given the ‘easy’ lyrics.
As a result of the form of ‘comprehensive’ education
introduced by Mr. Hudson, my peers and I were not
allowed to take ‘O’ levels (only CSE’s) in the subjects we
were good at, because we were not in the top stream overall
(my science grades determined that). In that first decade of
the comprehensive school therefore it most certainly did
not provide a comprehensive education to all its pupils. I
was denied the opportunity to take Maths, History,
Geography and French at ‘O’ level, and
was only entered for English due to a very
persistent teacher who persuaded the new
Head, Mr. Hulley, to make an exception
for a few of us in the ‘B’ stream.
I should close by saying that my time at
Edmonton County did have a positive
outcome in that I was lucky enough to be
given the opportunity by the Lower
School Head, Ted McLeay, to participate in several
overseas holidays, which opened my eyes to the joys of
travelling, and skiing in the Alps.

The photo is of a group from 1964-71 (except Geoff
Pierson, who I think was 1963-70)
Heather Cole, Phil Seymour, Jackie Dean (Grout), Chris
Dean, Brian Bylett, Sue Ashby (Keneally), Jenny Pierson
(Jones), Geoff Pierson, Steve Dean.

PAUL SMITH (1958-65) says
I enjoyed the reunion, and my thanks to those whose hard
work made it possible.
I was a little disappointed by the poor state of the fabric of
the building, e.g. paint peeling, a little graffiti and broken
fixed chairs in the canteen. The school urgently needs
redecoration. There is this emphasis on mission statements
and laudable desired outcomes. However, the state of the
building does not reinforce the notion that pupils are
valued. Which of us would enjoy working in this physical
environment?
Whether this is the fault of financial management or underresourcing one cannot tell without a detailed look at the
school’s finances. If the senior staff’s offices are well
decorated and full of the latest technology, this would
worry me in the context of under spending on the pupils’
environment. I was privileged to attend when the building
was impressive and in a good state of repair.

And JOHN BANNISTER (1958-65) writes
Thanks David and the ECSOSA Committee for organising
the Centenary event. I was so pleased to be there—brought
back a lot of good memories. I met up with about a dozen
others who, like me, left in 1965. First time we had been
together since then. I never thought that singing the school
song could be so emotive! And of course I was delighted
that you had on display a poster showing me with Christine
Knutt in the opening scene of ‘The Miser’.
A wonderful day. Thank you again.
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CENTENARY CHATTER
continued
OLIVE MUNDEN (Kersley) (1935-40)
What a wonderful day we had for the Centenary
Celebration. Even the weather was perfect. A huge “thank
you” must go to everyone who was involved in the
tremendous amount of thought and effort that went into all
the preparation for such a great occasion.
I hadn’t realised of course that my daughter had never
before heard our school song. She was quite moved by the
words and said how beautiful they were. I’m sure Mr.
Locke would have been so delighted by the way it was sung
by the youngsters (and of course by us oldies!)
I was pleased to meet up with our 99 year old. She was so
sprightly really wasn’t she? I was especially glad, as
although I was never at the school with my sisters, Joan was
there at some point with all three of us. This somehow
seemed to link us all for the celebration.
I wonder if I’ll ever get the chance to visit the school again.
I feel as if I belonged from the time it was built, as I
regularly came to Sports Days and the
School Plays, while my sisters were
there. I even remember coming to see
“The Tempest” in 1931 when I was
seven years old. I was fascinated by the
little girl (a first-former I think, named
Peggy Rayner) who played Ariel. Was
that the time when Mr. Childs played
Caliban? By the way, in the staff photo
on Page 9 of the “ECS Story” Mr.
Childs’ initials were given as T.C.; I always understood
that they were T.B., hence his nickname “Tibby”. He
joined the RAF at the start of the war and he visited the
school in the summer of 1940 with stories how he’d been
“hedge hopping” flying a plane.
Visiting the school brought back so many happy memories.

AUDREY HORNBY (BROOKS) (1945-52)
brings back memories

I’ve enjoyed receiving the O.S. magazine for many years,
even managed to get to one of the O.S. Reunions, where it
was great to meet up with many older remembered faces.
My name is Audrey Hornby (née Brooks), and I joined the
school in 1945 (I think the first intake after the 1944
Education Act), and left in 1952. I am still in contact with
several of the girls in class 1B (and we sometimes recall the
‘good old days’) Sylvia Boucher, Jean Hinton, Jean
Armistead, Barbara Franklin.

No men but ’Four Superwomen’
Marion Quartermaine, Joyce Thornton,
Audrey Brooks, Joan Heathman
In the first year sixth a group of us went to Vanves, Paris,
and I recovered this snap of Doris Staples being thrown into
the pool at Lycee Michelet, where we were staying. It was
a fun week, seeing the ‘sights’, exercising our French
language skills and making new friends—particularly the
Scots boys from a school in Edinburgh, who became ‘pen
friends’ to some of us. (Well you see they wore kilts!)

Spanner, Mark, ‘Q’, Miss Staples,
Mr. Elengorn, Brian
I was thought to be artistic, and Miss Drummond, the Art
Mistress, put me in for a scholarship to Hornsey Art School
on Saturday mornings (Oh I enjoyed my mornings there),
and later Wednesday afternoons (well it let me off Sport!)
At Mr. Woodward’s suggestion, myself, Doreen Wallace
and Joan B…? Painted a mural on the left side at the back
of the Art Room, and Roy Strong and David Evans (I think)
painted a mural on the cornice the other side of the door.
Fame!!
Sir Norman Tebbit was looked up to when I was in Year
One, as were most VI formers. All so grown up!
I still sing Gus Lock’s “Oh Mother School”, though at 85
the voice is not as strong now!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wed 17th July
Wed. 9th Oct.

12.00 Noon
12.00 Noon
7.00 p.m.

Lunch at the Plough
Lunch at the Plough
A.G.M. followed by
Committee Meeting.

Published by the Edmonton County School Old Scholars’ Association.
Any opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of individual contributors and are published in the interests of information and debate. ECSOSA itself holds
no collective opinions.
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